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Area  (in  acres) 

Population 

No®  of  separate  dwellings  occupied 
Rateable  value  1959 
Product  of  Id.  rate 


73,187 
6,430 
2,319 
<032,042 
43.22. 2.5«635 


Live  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Stillbirths 

Deaths 
w  causes) 


TOTAL  Male 


102 

2 


5 


58 


72  37 


Female  Pate  per  1,000  estimated  gopu 

44  16,17 


4 


35 


48,07  per  1,000  total  Lirt 


11.20 


Deaths  Iron  Puerperal  Causes: 

Puerperal  and  post  abortive  ^ 
Sepsis  ) 
Other  Puerperal  Causes  ) 


N  I  L 


Infant  Mortality  ( Deaths  under  1  year  per  1,000  live  births) 


3 


1 


*n_4._  nO  Oj 

iia  ce  2e , 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 
Measles  (all  ages) 
Whooping  Cough  (all 
Diarrhoea  (under  2) 


Male 


5 


Die  s 


Female 

5 

i\T  I  L 
NIL 
N  I  L 
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Health  Area  Office, 
LAUIJCESTOH. 


To:  The  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the 
Launceston  Aural  District.  _ 

Mr . Chairman ,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Hep  or  t  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1959° 

The  number  of  births  was  increased,  while  the  number  of 
deaths  was  fewer  than  in  1958  0  The  favourable  balance  of  births  over 
deaths  continued,  and  the  total  mid-year  population  showed  an  increase 
of  twenty  over  the  figure  for  the  previous  year.  Heart  disease  in  all 
its  forms  was  again  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  causes  of  death, 
followed  once  more  by  cancer  and  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system, 
in  that  order.  Three  infant  deaths  raid  five  stillbirths  were  recorded. 

There  was  a  small  e2jidemic  of  measles  during  the  year,  but, 
apart  from  this,  the  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  was 
negligible.  There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria,  and  no  cases  of 
poliomyelitis,  vaccination  against  the  latter  disease  continuing  during 
the  year. 

During  the  year,  progress  continued  in  the  provision  of  main 
water  supplies,  either  in  fact  or  in  project.  The  Minister  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  made  the  East  Cornwall  Water  Board  Order,  1959,  setting 
up  the  East  Cornwall  Water  Board,  of  which  the  Rural  District  is  now  a 
constituent  member. 

The  introduction  of  standard  grants  by  the  House  Purchase  and 
Housing  Act,  1959,  stimulated  further  interest  in  the  modernisation  of 
older  houses.  This  interest  continues  and  increases,  at  the  present 
time,  as  properties,  which  were  not  eligible  for  improvement  grants  under 
the  Housing  Act,  1949  (now  known  as  discretionary  grants),  are  eligible 
for  the  new  standard  grants.  Many  of  those  older  properties  are  thus 
being  provided  with  modern  amenities.  It  must  bo  realised,  however,  that 
this  new  form  of  grant  involves  a  considerable  increase  in  the  work  of  your 
Public  Health  Inspector,  a  fact  which  may  not  be  apparent  from  his  brief 
report  of  the  application  for  the  grant,  and  the  equally  succinct  report  of 
the  completion  of  each  scheme  which  you  subsequently  receive. 


The  position  with  regard  to  meet  inspection  continued  as  before. 

I  wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  Mr. T. A. Judd,  the  Council's  Public 
Health  Inspector  for  his  valuable  assistance  in  all  aspects  of  our  work 
together  and  in  the  preparation  of  this  report.  The  Council's  other 
departments  have  continued  their  willing  help.  I  am  grateful  to  the  General 
Medical  Practitioners  for  their  co-operation. 


The  interest  of  the-  Council  and,  in  particular,  of  the 
Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Com  it  tee  is  once  more 
gratefully  acknowledged. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


william  mTEiiion. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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IWiTURil  AHD  SOCIAL  COimiTIOBS 

ijea  (iii  acres)  73 >187*  The  district  is  essentially  agricultural ,  the 
only  industry  not  connected  with  agriculture  being  the  ITew  Consols  tin  aid 
wolfram  mine  at  Luckett  and  another  smaller  mineral  working  in  Altarnun 
Perish. 


Population  -  The  Registrar  General  has  estimated  the  population  for  the 
mid-year  1959  to  be  6,1^0,  an  increase  of  20  in  tlie  population  for  the 
previous  year.  The  "natural  increase"  in  the  population  is  the  excess 
of  births  over  deaths.  In  1959  there  were  32  more  births  than  deaths. 


Deaths  -  The  total  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  district  for  the  year 
v/as  72  compared  with  75  in  1955.  The  crude  death  rate  based  on  Hie  mid¬ 
year  population  v,ras  11.20  compared  with  12.16  in  the  previous  year.  The 
folxowing  table  has  been  compiled  for  comparison  with  previous  years: 


Year 

Total. 

Male 

Female 

Recorded 

1955 

79 

2(.6 

33 

12.24 

1956 

69 

35 

34 

10.71 

1957 

66 

29 

37 

10 . 28 

1958 

78 

36 

42 

12.16 

1959 

72 

37 

35 

11.20 

In  order 

to  compare 

t  l  ie  ! 

mortality  in  i 

he  die  trie 

mortality  for  England  end 


it  is  necessary  to  make  a  correction  to 


Wale:  ^ 

alloy  for  the  difference  in  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  two  populations. 
Tills  is  done  by  applying  to  the  crude  death  rate  of  the  District  an  "Area 


Comp ar ab il i ty  Factor" 
,80  for  the  District. 


r/hich  lias  boon  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  a; 


The  Standardised  Death  Rate,  therefore,  is  9*856  which  may  be 
compared  with  that,  of  11.6  for  England  and  'Wales. 


Births  -  Die  number  of  live  births  assigned  to  this  District  was  104 
compared  v/ith  86  in  1958.  The  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  was 
16.17.  When  the  Registrar  General’s  area  Comparability  Factor  for 


births  1.12  is  appxied  to  this  figure,  the  Standardised  Birth  Rate  of  10.11 
for  this  District  compares  with  3,6*5  for  England  and  Wades. 


Stillbirths  -  The  number  of  stillbirths  during  1959  was  5* 

Illegitimate  Births  -  There  were  2  illegitimate  births  assigned  to  the 
District  during  the  year.  Shown  as  a  proportion  of  the  total  number  of 
live  births,  this  represents  1.92  per  cent. 

Infant  Mortality  -  The  number  of  infants  Yiho  died  before  reaching  their 
first  birthday  was  3?  giving  on  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  26.8 W«  This 
figure  compares  with  22,0  for  England  and  Wales  per  thousand  related 
live  births. 
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The  causes  of  death  in  these  cases  were  as  follows  :  - 


Cau se  of  Death 


1) 


6  days 


Congenital  Heart  Disease 


2)  F 


3  weeks 


Cardiac  Failure  due  'bo  Congenital 
Heart  Disease.  Prematurity. 


3)  M 


lr  months 


Respiratory  Failure  due  to  virus 
pneumonia 


While  the  general  infant  mortality  rate  lias  shown  a  considerable 
improvement  since  the  early  part  of  this  century,  the  mortality  of  infants  within 
the  first  week  of  life  has  not  improved  in  comparable  degree.  The  fall  in 
post-neonatal  mortality  has  been  due  in  large  measure  to  improved  infant  care 
and  hygiene,  control  of  infectious  disease,  advances  in  treatment  of  respiratory 
disease  and  improved  social  conditions  generally.  Late  neonatal  deaths 
(i.e.  deaths  from  1-4  weeks  of  age)  have  tended  to  improve  similarly,  but 
deaths  in  the  first  week  of  life  are  closely  related  to  conditions  present 
before  and  during  birth,  and  this  mortality  has  remained  high.  Stillbirths 
arc  causally  closely  connected  math  deaths  in  the  first  week  of  life  and  arc 
now  linked  with  them  in  one  mortality  group,  to  which  the  none  perinatal 
mortality  is  applied. 


To  effect  an  improvement  in  the  perinatal  mortality  rate  is  not  an 
oasy  matter,  as  knowledge  of  many  conditions  associated  with  it,  c.g. 
toxaemia  of  pregnancy  and  congenital  abnormalities ,  is  very  incomplete.  For 
the  more  immediate  aspect  of  the  problem,  essentials  are  the  continuation  of 
a  high  standard  of  antenatal  care,  with  the  provision  of  antenatal  beds, 
continued  improvement  in  obstetrics,  with  adequate  beds,  both  emergency  and 
other,  and  skilled  attention  for  the  premature  and  weakly  infant.  From  the 
long  term  point  of  view,  continued  research  into  toxaemia  of  pregnancy,  the 
causation  of  developmental  abnormalities  and  the  causes  of  premature  labour 
is  required.  A  perinatal  mortality  enquiry,  carried  out  in  193^  by  the 
National  Birthday  Trust  Fund,  the  report  of  which  is  not  yet  available,  may- 
give  useful  information. 


NOTH:  VITAL  STATISTICS 

It  is  important  that  too  much  weight  should  not  bo  attached  to 
small  variations  in  these  rate s  from  one  year  to  the  other,  particularly 
where  relatively  small  populations  are  involved  -  attention  should  rather 
be  paid  to  the  trend  of  these  rates  over  a  period  of  years. 


Classified  in  accordance  with  J>G  headings  "based  on 
the  Abbreviated  List  of  the  International  Statistical 
Classifications  of  Disease,  Injuries  and  Causes  of 
Death,  1955* _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Tot; 

1* 

Tuberculo  sis ,  re spiratory 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

- 

- 

- 

'J  0 

Syphilitic  disease 

- 

- 

- 

4. 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

5. 

Yd  10 oping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

6. 

Meningococcal  infection 

- 

- 

- 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

8  • 

Measles 

- 

- 

- 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- 

- 

- 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

- 

1 

1 

n. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lun, .,  bronchus 

1 

- 

1 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 

1 

1 

13. 

Malignant  neopla.sm,  uterus 

- 

- 

- 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasm 

r-.  » 

O  <+ 

3 

7 

15. 

Leukaemia ,  aleukaemia 

1 

- 

l 

16. 

Diabetes 

- 

- 

- 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

5 

3 

n 

G 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

O 

2 

10 

19. 

hypertension  ,/ith  heart  disease 

"j 

5 

6 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

5 

O 

13 

21. 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

3 

O 

5 

22. 

Influenza 

- 

- 

- 

23. 

Pneumonia 

1 

- 

p 

24. 

Bronchitis 

1 

- 

1 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

- 

- 

- 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  end  duodenum 

1 

- 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- 

- 

- 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

- 

- 

- 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

"1 

- 

1 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth, abortion 

- 

1 

p 

31. 

Co,  igenital  malf  onm:  tie;,  is 

’  - 

2 

2 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

4 

4 

O 

U 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

- 

p 

1 

34» 

ill  other  accidents 

- 

1 

_L 

1 

35. 

Suicide 

1 

1 

O 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

- 

- 

- 

GENERAL  H20  VISION  OP  IIEALOIi  SERVICES 


General  Medical  Services 

General  medical  002771003  under  Part  IV  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  194^ >  ax'©  provided  by  medical  practitioners  resident  in 
the  district  and  in  adjoining  districts,  all  of  wliom  undertake 
maternity  medical  services. 

County  Council  Services 

I  Health  Department  .  The  County  Council  is  the  local  health 

authority  for  the  purposes  of  Part  III  of  the  National  Health 

Service  Act,  1S1+6,  and  provides  the  following  services  in  the 

district  : - 

(a)  IHdvifcry  and  Nursing.  Nurse -midvives  jure  provided 

to  attend  general  nursing  and  midwifery  ca.se s  in  tlie  home  • 

(b)  Health  Visiting.  The  nurse  midwives  act  also  as  health 

visitors  and,  with  special  training  in  the  cure  of  the 
mother  and  young  child,  arc  available  to  give  advice  on 
health  matters  in  "the  home  or  at  the  clinic  •  They 

act  also  as  school  nurses. 

(o)  Inf  ant  welfare  Centre .  A  fortnightly  Infant  Volf are  Clinic 
is  held  at  the  Health  Clinic ,  Launceston. 

(d)  Dental  Clinic.  Priority  dental  treatment  for  expectant 

and  nursing  mothers  and  pre-school  eiiildron  is  available  a.t  the 
Dental  Clinic  at  the  Health  Clinic,  Launceston. 

(e)  Vaccination  and  Hnunisation.  Facilities  for  vaccination 
against  smallpox  and  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and 
whooping  cough  are  provided  at  tlie  Infant  Welfare  Clinic 
or  by  the  supply  of  materials  to  the  family  doctor. 

Regular  sessions  are  held  for  poliomyelitis  vaccination. 

(f)  Home  Help  Service.  Home  helps  are  employed  to  provide 
domestic  help  for  households  in  certain  circumstances,  a 
charge  being  made  for  this  service  acp.orci.ing  to  the  means 
of  the  person  concerned* 

(g)  ddulancc  Service .  A  service  of  ambulances  for  the 
conveying  of  sick,  accident  and  emergency'  cases  is  provided. 

For  sitting  cases,  utilccon  sitting  case  voId.de s  arc  used. 

\7hen  appropriate,  some  such  cases  are  carried  by  the  Hospital 
Car  Service,  a  voluntary  organisation.  Day-to-day 
administration  of  the  service  is  c  arriod  out  from  the 

Ambul anc e  Con tro 1 ,  Bodmin • 
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(h)  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-care .  A  Pull- tine 
tuberculosis  health  visitor  is  provided  for  the  care  and 
after-care  of  tuberculosis  persons*  District  nurses  are 
available  to  assist  in  the  treatment  of  such  persons  when 
required  by  the  Chest  Physician  or  f ; j.iily  doctor.  Certain 
special  investigations  are  carried  out  in  other  types  of 
illness  by  district  health  visitors,  wliilo  health  education  is 
carried  out  by  the  County's  nodical  end  Nursing  staff. 

(i)  Mental  Health,  The  County  Council  has  certain  r c sp  onslb ili -tic s 
in  connection  with  the  ascertainment  of  mental  ill-health  and 
mental  deficiency,  with  the  provision  of  statutory  supervision, 
etc.  for  mental  defectives  living  in  the  community,  and  with  the 
provision  of  after-care  following  treatment  for  mental  illness. 
The  Duly  Authorised  Officer  for  the  district  works  from  the 
Health  Area  Office,  Launceston. 

II  Education  Department .  As  local  education  authority,  the  County 
Council  is  responsible  for  the  School  Health  Service,  which 
provides  the  following  : - 

Periodic  Medical  Inspection  of  pupils 
Cleanliness  Surveys  of  pupils 
Dental  Inspection  and  treatment  of  pupils 
Ascertainment  of  handicapped  pupils  In  need  of 
spec ial  educ  at ion 

Treatment  Clinic,  Health  Clinic, Launceston  : - 
Dental  Clinic  by  appointment. 

Child  Guidance,  by  arrangement  at  Plymouth  Child  Guidance  Clinic. 

III  W  elf  are  Dg-partmont .  Tliis  service  is  concerned  with  the  'welfare  of 

the  aged,  and  with  that  of  various  categories  of  handicapped  persons. 
It  is  concerned  also  with  the  provision  of  temporary  an conmodat ion 
in  ccrta.ii  circumstances  for  persons  in  urgent  need  thereof.  The 
Welfare  Officer  for  the  district  works  from  the  Health  Area  Office, 
Launceston, 

Hospital  Ser vie e s .  The  South  Vest  cm  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  tlie 

hospital  authority  for  the  area. 

Launceston  Hospital,  provides  in-patient  said  out-patient  facilities  ix 
the  district o  Patients  are  referred  also  to  hospitals  in  Plynouth 
and  elsewhere.  Cases  of  infectious  disca.se  are  admitted  to  the 
Scott  Isolation  Hospital,  Plymouth,  end  •tuberculosis  patients  to 
Didvorthy  or  Teixidy  Sanatoria.  Mental  hospital  ;  .oc ommo dnt ion  is 
provided  by  St.  Lawrence' s  Hospital  and  Lcninval  House,  Bodmin,  and 
Moorfields  Hospital,  Ivybridgo,  Devon. 

in  Orthopaedic  Clinic  is  held  weekly  at  the  Health  Clinic, Launceston, 
and  a  Physiotherapy  Clinic  at  Tavistock  Iiospital.  The  Chest  Clinic 
is  held  at  Launceston  Hospital. 
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An  Ophthalmic  Clinic  for  school  and  pro-school  children  is  hold 
periodically  at  the  Launceston  Health  Clinic*  A  Specialist 
Ante-natal  clinic  is  hold  at  tho  Launceston  Health  Clinic  each  v/eelc* 

Laboratory  facilities  a  Those  are  provided  Ly  tlic  Public  Health 
Laboratories  at  Plymouth  end  Truro  to  which  specimens  for 
bactcrio logical  examination  are  submitted* 
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SANITARY  CIRClJl'.It'CTiJ.'TGniS  OP  Till  DISTPACT 
WATER  SUPPLIES 

During  the  year  several  new  schemes  for  supplying'-;  'water  to 
Bathpool,  liiddlevTood,  Berrio  Bridge,  Lewaimick  cud  Bolypliant  -,/ere  in  the 
course  of  preparation*  Other  schemes  on  which  construction  vas  either 
completed  or  commenced  ere  as  follows  ”  - 

During  the  year*  a  further  30  domestic  consumers  connected  to  the 
Central  Area  Scheme  making  a  total  of  over  250  domestic  and  agricultural 
consumers* 

Altarnun  Water  Scheme  -  Tredaule  on  pension  -  Tliis  extension  to  the  Scheme 
originally  completed  in  1955  taking  'water  to  the  hamlet  of  Tredaule,  at  a 
cost  of  app r oxima t e ly  £2,000,  v/as  completed  and  12  domestic  consumers  and 
seven  agricultural  consumers  were  supplied  with  piped  "water  for  the  first 
time. 

Tut". roll  Scheme  -  For  a  number  of  years  the  quality  and  quantity  of  water 
supplied  from  the  two  village  wells  has  caused  concern  and  during  the  year 
a  new  scheme  was  developed  from  an  existing  -well  which  provides  two 
standpipes  for  the  village  and  four  consumers  have  connected  to  the  area. 

Lawhitton  Water  Scheme  -  The  Borehole  which  v/as  sunk  originally  some  years 
ago  to  supply  water  to  the  Council  houses  was  Brought  into  use  as  a  village 
scheme  and  10  domestic  consumers  wore  connected* 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year  an  extension  to  tin  larBstow  water 
scheme,  wiiich  was  originally  put  into  operation  in  1954?  was  commenced. 
This  extension  provides  for  taking  water  to  the  village  of  Trolash  end  to 
parts  of  the  Parishes  of  Tremaine  end  Trcsmeer. 


The  summer  of  1959  was  exceptionally  dry  and  many  private  well 3 
failed.  It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  no  water  shortages  were  experienced 
in  connection  with  any  of  the  Council  Boreholes  ox*  other  schemes;  tliis  is 
something  for  which  the  Council  nay  fool  proud. 

STEERAGE 


The  position  in  this  respect  remained  as  in  the  previous  year. 
In  anticipation  of  future  schemes,  however,  the  Council  engaged  additional 
staff  to  assist  in  the  work  of  preparation,  etc. 


mEmm.Pi*  op  ipaage  by  pests  act,  1949 


Do  rodent  operator  is  employed  By  the  Council  and  there  arc  no 
known  major  infestations*  There  would  appear  to  Be  fewer  ra.ts  in  the 
district  than  was  the  case  some  few  years  ago  proBaBly  due  to  the  fact  that, 
with  the  decline  in  the  raBBit  population,  the  Buzzards  and  other  predatory 
animals  are  turning  their  attention  to  rodents, 
charge,  supply  warfarin  Bait  in  ready-for-use  packets. 


The  Council,  at  a  nominal 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


Hie  number  licensed  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  193b  is  nine 
and  all  are  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 


REFUSE  COLLEGTION 

Collection  is  Ly  Contract  and  all  villages  and  hamlets  together 
with  properties  along  the  route  taken  by  the  lorry  in  travelling  between 
one  village  find  another  receive  a.  nontlily  collection.  During  the  summer 
months  there  is  a  collection  once  a  fortnight  from  the  catering  establishment 
and  the  Old  Tree  Maternity  Home.  During  the  year  the  Council  introduced 
a  Litter  collection  scheme  by  placing  bins  at  various  places  adjoining  the 
A. 30  (Trunk  road)..  Financial  assistance  towards  the  provision  of  the  bins 
and  their  emptying  is  received  from  the  County  Council. 

HOUSING 


Total  number  of  Council  Houses  97 
Council  houses  completed  during  1959  Nil 
Private  enterprise  houses  completed  during  1959  3 
Private  enterprise  houses  completed  since  1945  51 


1,  Inspection  of  dwellings  during  the  year 


(a)  No.  of  dwellings  inspected  for  defects  under  Public 

Health  or  Housing  Acts  81 

(b)  Inspections  for  this  purpose  195 

2.  Number  of  dwellings  found  ‘to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  1 

3.  Dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  under  preceding  sub¬ 
headings)  not  in  all  respects  suitably  fit  for  habitation  59 

4.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

Formal  Notices  48 


5.  Action  under  Statutory  Power  during  the  year  :- 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Secs.  9#  10  and  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 


1957. 

(i)  Dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  :- 

(i)  Dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  8 

(ii)  Dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  by  Owners  7 

(iii)  Dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  by  Local  Authority  Nil 


6«  Proceedings  under  Secs.  16,17  and  26  of  the  Housing  Act, 1957 • ~ 

(i)  Dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  wore  made  1 

(ii) Pwelling  houses  where  undertaking  not  to  re-let  were 
accepted  from  Owner 


1 


9 


phoposdd  adias 


The  Council  has  received  a  report  recommending  the  folio-wing 
areas  in  the  village  of  Ycnterdou  to  he  declared  Clearance  Irons 

No.  1  Aren  ...  5  houses 

No.  2  Area  ...  2  houses 

No.  3  Area  ...  3  houses 

Plans  have  been  prepared  'to  develop  a  site  at  Venterdon  to 
build  dwellings  to  re-house  the  occupants  of  these  houses,  but  the 
proposed  is  being  held  up  pending  a  water  and  sewerage  scheme  for  the 
village. 


OVMiCEOWDING 


Pour  houses  were  known  to  be  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
During  the  year  two  new  cases  wore  reported  and  two  cases  abated. 

THE!  liSd  ACT  1937 

No  applications  were  received  for  Certificate  of  Disrepair. 

Since  the  coming  into  force  of  the  ,.ct  only  one  Certificate  has  been 
applied  for,  which  was  later  withdra'm  upon  the  Owner  carrying  out  the 
necessary  repairs. 

IiOtTSD  PURCHASE  AND  HOUSING  ACT  1939 

With  the  coming  into  force  of  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing 
Act  1959  the  old  name  of  Improvement  Grant  has  been  altered  to  Discretionary 
Grant  and  a  new  form  of  grant  known  as  Standard  Grant .  has  also  been 
introduced.  Standard  grants  arc  paid  towards  the  cost  of  providing  a 
house  with  the  standard  amenities  such  as  a  bath,  wash-basin,  hot  water 
supply,  water  closet  and  larder.  They  are  intended  to  cover  smaller  schemes 
then  those  envisaged  by  Discretionary  grants. 

Upon  the  passing  of  the  met  the  Council  decided  to  wit ho Id  the 
offering  of  Discretionary  grants  for  the  time  being  and  to  concentrate 
upon  Standard  grants.  . 


Improvement  grants,  Section  20  Housing  Act,  1949 
(now  known  as  Discretionary  /yants)  _ _ _  _ _ 


1.  Total  dwellings  improved  at  31*12.59  46 

2.  Complete  schemes  with  tenders  submitted  during  1959  8 

3.  Applications  approved  and  grants  offered  during  1959  8 

4*  Informal  applications  received  but  Ti/ithdrawn  after 

official  inspection  11 

5.  Schemes  completed  during  1959  5 
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6,  Total  value  of  grouts  paid  during  1959  £1 , 013  « 

7.  Total  value  of  all  grants  paid  £10,570. 

S.  live  schemes  not  completed  at  31el2»59  on  winch 

grant  vd.ll  he  paid  £2,253* 

Hie  51  dwellings  (five  not  completed  at  the  end  of  1959)  in 
respect  of  which  the  Council  will  have  paid  £12, 323*0. Od.  in  grants  are 
as  follows  : - 


1. 

2. 

D  » 

4* 

n 


Ol 


Farmhouses  owner-occupie d 
Farmhouses  tenant  occupied 
Agricultural  workers'  cottages 


9  or  171/4 
5  or  9*0/° 
27  or  52«9/o 


Non-agricultural  houses  owner-occupied  5  or  9*3/° 

Non-agricultural  houses  tenant  occupied  5  or  9*3/° 

Houses  directly  concerned  Trith  agriculture  have  received  804 
the  grants  and  72*54  of  the  grants  are  in  respect  of  houses  which  are 


tenant  occupied. 


Standard  Grants,  House  lirohase  and  Housing  Act  1959 

These  grants  were  only  available  during  the  last  she  months  of 

the  year. 


1.  Schemes  submitted  to  the  Council  20 

2.  Schemes  approved  by  the  Council  20 

3.  maximum  amount  of  grant  offered  £2,710 

4*  Schemes  completed  and  grant  paid  1 


During  the  year  118  visits  or  interviews  were  made  Da  respect 
of  Discretionary  and  Standard  grants. 


MILK 


Three  supplementary  licences  for  the  retail  of  Pasteurised 
milk  and  one  for  the  retail  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  have  been  issued. 


ICE  CHEAT 

There  is  one  Ice  Cream  Factory  in  the  district  where  conditions 
are  satisfactory*  There  arc  14  retailers  of  pre-packed  Ice  Cream 


FOOD  PREMISES 

There  are  in  the  district  : - 

.  13 
6 

2? 
Nil 

61 

7 


Catering  establishments  ...  * . • 
Butchers'  Shops  ...  ... 
Grocers*  Shops  ...  ... 
Bakeries  ...  . » • 
Number  of  visits  in  connection  with 

the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  ...  . . . 
Number  of  informal  notices  served  ...  » . • 
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KNACKER’S  YARD 


There  is  one  licensed  Knacker’s  Yard  which  is  not  licensed  for  the 
slaughter  of  horses.  It  is  well  managed  and  conditions  are  satisfactory, 

MEAT  INSFfiCTIOII 

The  position  regarding  meat  inspection  still  continues  to  "be  most 
unsatisfactory. 

Six  slaughterhouses  were  licensed  and  the  total  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  during  the  year  was 


Cattle  1,741 
Calves  4#  290 
Sheep  36 >897 
Pigs  3,569 


46,497 


Total  Units  killed  114,781 

Units  required  by 

Launceston  Rural  9,615 


Units  for  export  105,166 


This  export  meat  is  sufficient  to  supply  the  needs  of  a  population 
of  70,000. 


The  figure  for  cattle  are  down  on  last  year  but  the  total  number  of 
anir.10.ls  slaughtered  is  up  by  13,000.  The  reason  for  the  figure  for 
cattle  being  do\/n  is  because  one  of  the  export  slaughterhouses  which  dealt 
principally  in  beef  was  closed  for  about  seven  months  during  the  year. 

The  export  beef  from  this  slaughterhouse  is  expected  to  rise  during  i960. 

FACTORIES  ACT  1957  ~  1948 


Total  number  of  Factories  with  Power  19 
Total  number  of  Factories  without  Power  2 
Outworkers  1 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  FACTORIES 

Agricultural  Food  stuffs  3 
Motor  Vehicle  repairs  6 
Engineers  and  agricultural  implements  3 
General  smithing  1 
Concrete  block  making  1 
Joinery  2 
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Ice  Cream  manufacture  1 
Saw  Hills  1 
Poultry  appliances  2 
Scrap  merchant  1 

Total  visits  24 
Formal  notices  nil 
Informal  notices  3 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937 
are  attached  as  an  appendix  to  this  report  in  accordance  with  circular  3/60 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health 


V/ATHR  SiliPIHS  AND  FARM  WiiTFP  SCKHiAS 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  analysis  4-1 

Satisfactory  26 

Unsatisfactory  13 

During  the  year  15  Farm.  Water  Schemes  were  referred  to  your  Public 
Health  Department  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  The  source  of  supply 
in  the  case  of  ly  was  considered  satisfactory, in  the  other  two  cases  the 
source  was  considered  unsatisfactory* 
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PADVAIFL. ICE  CP  AND  CONTROL  OYER  INFECTIOUS 
_ _ Aim  OTHER  DISEASES  _ _ _ 

The  infectious  diseases  which  are  statutorily  notifiable  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  are  the  follov/ing  smallpox,  cholera,  diphtheria, 
membranous  croup,  erysipelas,  scarlet  fever,  typhus  fever,  typhoid  fever, 
paratyphoid  fever,  relapsing  fever,  plague,  poliomyelitis ,  tuberculosis, 
malaria,  dysentery,  puerperal  pyrexia,  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  acute  primary 
pneumonia,  acute  influenzal  pneumonia,  whooping  cough,  measles,  acute 
encephalitis,  meningococcal  infection  and  food  poisoning. 

Tho  monthly  incidence  of  infectious  disease  is  shown  in  Table  III. 

Smallpox.  No  case  was  notified  during  the  year  in  which  90  primary 
vaccinations  and  8  rcvaccinations  were  carried  out. 

Diphtheria.  No  cases  of  this  disoa.se  were  notified  during  1959* 

96  children  received  a  complete  course  of  primary  immunisation  during 
the  year,  the  triple  antigen  against  diphtheria,  v/hooping  cough  and  tetanus 
being  used  in  almost  all  instances, 

Y/hooping  Cough.  No  case  of  this  disease  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Measles.  A  small  epidemic  of  measles  occurred  during  1959#  50  cases 
being  notified.  The  peak  of  the  incidence  v/as  reached  during  July  and 
August,  out  of  character  for  this  disease,  which  usually  has  a  winter 
incidence.  The  infection  appears  to  have  been  mild,  aaid  no  deaths  occurred. 

Food  Poisoning.  No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  1959 • 

Poliomyelitis .  No  case  of  this  infection  was  notified  during  1959  •  During 
the  year  450  persons  in  all  the  eligible  age  groups  and  priority  classes 
completed  the  primary  course  of  two  injections.  By  the  end  of  the  year, 

1323  persons  had  had  the  primary  course  of  vaccination  since  the  introduction 
of  the  scheme  in  1958,  and,  of  these,  84  had  also  received  their  third 
injection. 

Tuberculosis . 

Halos 

Pul.  Non.  Pul. 


Cases  on  Register  31 *12.58  9 

No.  of  cases  notified  during  year  2 
Gases  restored 
Inward  'Transfers 

Gases  Removed  2 


Females 
Pul.  Non. Pul. 

14  1 

1 

1 

34 


Total  on  Register  31*12*59 


9 


1 


34 


No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  under  the  Public  health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  In  connection  with 
persons  suffering  from  pulmonary'  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade, 
or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which  deals  with  the 
compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

Hospital  Board  is  responsible  for  treatment  of 
and  the  County  Council  for  the  prevention  of 
and  aftercare  of  the  patients. 


The  Regional 
Tuberculosis  patients 
spread  of  the  disease 


Out-patients  and  contacts  are  seen  by  the  Chest  Physician  (Dr. 
Mellor)  at  the  Chest  Clinic  at  Launceston  Hospital,  The  County  Council 
Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  attends  the  Clinic,  follows  up  the  patients 
in  their  homes,  traces  contacts  and  sources  of  infection  and  thus  acting 
as  a  most  valuable  essential  "Liaison  officer"  between  the  curative  and 
preventive  services,  bridges  a  most  alarming  administrative  gap* 


ill  susceptible  contacts  of  known  cases  are  offered  B.C.G-, 
Vaccination  and  most  avail  themselves  of  this  method  of  protection. 

The  scheme  for  B.C.G-.  Vaccination  of  susceptible  school-leavers 
was  continued  by  the  County  Council  during  the  year  again  with  a  good 
response. 


Cancer  of  the  Lung,.  During  1959,  one  male  death  from  cancer  of  the 
lung  was  recorded  out  of  a  total  of  5  male  and  5  female  cancer  deaths. 
Since  1949,  there  have  been  5o  male  and  60  female  deaths  from  all  forms 
of  cancer.  Of  these,  five  male  and  two  female  deaths  have  been  due  to 
cancer  of  the  lung. 
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TABLE  I 


TUBjEOClLOSIS 

Aye  and  Sex  Distribution  of  eases  and  jdeaths  -  1959 


Aye  Groups 

0  - 

1  - 
2  - 

15  - 
20  - 
25  " 

35  - 
45  - 
55  - 

65  and  over 
Ago  unlmov/n 


How  Cases 
Pul,  Other 
M 


Deaths 
Pul*  Other 

ll  Y~li  F 


TiJfLs  XX 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


!  YEAR 

POPUiilDION 

(Estimated) 

BU-tTES 

DEATHS 

Number 

Crude  Rate 

Under  1  ye;  r 

All  ages 

Number 

JEuXbO 

Number 

jiate 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

6,450 

6,440 

6,420 

6,A1G 

6,430 

87 

95 

91 

n  r 

OQ 

104 

13.49 

34.75 

24.17 
13.41 

16.17 

...  „„ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

11.5 

10.52 

2.0.99 

1— .  0  2 

28.84 

V 

69 

66 

70 

72 

L  n.  a 

12.2 4 

IO.71 

10.28 

12.16 

11.20 

Ti-ELXi  III 

Monthly  Incidence  of  Notifiable  Diseases 
_ _ _  (other  than  Tube rculo sis ) _ _ 


Jan.  Fob.  Liar.  Apl.  May  Jure  July  Aug. Sept. Oct  .1Toy. Dee.  Total 

Measles  5  4  3  16  21  1  »  -  -  50 

Pneumonia  -1-  -  -  --  --  --  -  1 


1 


5  4 


16 


51 


16 


AHlidlX 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 
_ _ _ _  Factories  Act,  1937 » _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Part  1  of'  the  Act 

1  -  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Number  of 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  wiiich 

Sections  1,2, 3 >4  and  6 
are  to  "be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities* 

( i . e .F  ac  torie  s  wit h~ 
out  power) 

2 

4 

i 

| 

i 

2 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority . 
( i « e .Fac torie  s  with 
power) 

19 

1 

_ J 

20 

. 

1 

- 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
( excluding  outworkers ’ 
Premises)  (i.e.  Elec¬ 
trical  Stations, 
Institutions  and  Sites 
of  Building  Operations 
and  Y/orks  of  Engineer¬ 
ing  Construction) 

- 

; 

Total 

21 

24 

3 

| 

2  -  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  wiiich  defects 
wore  found 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Ref 

To  IliM. 
Inspector 

erred 

By  jti.jil. 
Inspector 

W ant  of  cleanliness 
(Section  l) 

Overcrowding 
(Section  2) 

Unreasonable  tempera¬ 
ture  (Section  3) 

Inadequate  Ventila¬ 
tion  (Section  4) 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

T* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

-  1 

j 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  Floors  (Section  6) 

- 

-“1 

- 

i 

~  i 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(Section  7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

- 

. 

^ _ 

- 

1 

i 

i 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act  (Not 
including  offences 
relating  to  outwork) 

1 

i 

_ _  . . 

1 

i 

i 

j 

- 

- 

-* 

- 

i 

j 

- 

- 

j  Total 

7 

J 

7 

J 

— .  .  ..  .  -  . - 

1 

- 

Nature  of 
work 

Section  110 

Section  111 

No .  of 
outworkers 
in  August 
list  re¬ 
quired  "by 
Section 
110(1) (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

No .  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

No .  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 

premises 

Notices 

Served 

Prosecutions 

Maiding 

Wesring 

Apparel 

1 

- 

- 

